PUBLIC GUIDE FOR DECKS
Are you considering building a deck on your residential property? The
following is a collection of Frequently Asked Questions and relevant
sections of the Land Use Bylaws to consider before beginning
construction. If you require further clarification please contact the
Planning and Development Department at planning@canmore.ca or call
(403) 678-1543.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Do I need a building permit to build a deck?
A Building Permit is required for decks more than 0.6 m (2’) above the existing grade. One is also
required if you are replacing an existing deck; this is to ensure the construction meets acceptable
standards and the latest requirements.
What does cost of work include?
Cost of work includes all labour, fixtures, and building materials.
What happens if the proposed deck encroaches into a utility right-of-way (URW), a yard setback, or
Town Property?
If the intended deck encroaches into a side yard, a right-of-way, or Town property, please explore other
options to avoid any variances. Variances are allowed only if they provide a community benefit and they
require a Development Permit. A Development Permit for an approved variance requires a minimum of
six weeks to process. Encroachments into a URW require approval by the affected utilities.
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RELEVANT SECTIONS OF LAND USE BYLAW 22-2010:
SECTION 8
8.5
8.5.3

GENERAL REGULATIONS
SETBACK REGULATIONS
BUILDING PROJECTIONS
Every part of any front, rear or side yard setback
required by this Bylaw shall be open and
unobstructed by any structure from the ground to
the sky except for the permitted projections listed
in the table below:

Yard(s) into Which
Projections are
Permitted

Structure
Balconies, decks and unenclosed porches less
than 4.0m above grade attached to the
principle dwelling
Stairways and landings associated with decks
and porches which are greater than 0.6m
above grade and lead into the principal
dwelling
Decks less than or equal to 0.6m above the
existing grade

8.5.3.2

Rear and front yards

Rear and front yards

One side yard

Any yard

Enclosures to any porch or deck projection shall
not exceed 1.2m in height above the surface of the
deck or porch. Roofs may be constructed over
porch or deck projections, but railings or walls
many not exceed the maximum height of 1.2m.
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There are a series of
regulations regarding
setbacks from and
projections into rear, front
and side yards for decks
and any associated
stairways and landings
Maximum Projection Permitted
NOTE: The listed projections may require
design modifications to meet the requirements
of the Alberta Building Code

2.0m
Stairs more than 0.6m above grade may
extend an additional 1.0m from the deck
or porch to a maximum total of 3.0m
Encroachment into one side yard of 1.0m
for stairs and landings 2.0m or less above
grade
Full projection

You are permitted to
build a roof over your
deck, but any railings,
enclosures, or walls
associated with your
deck cannot be more
than 1.2m (3’11”) high.

8.17.0.5

FIRESMART REQUIREMENTS
Within 100m of any Wildfire Behaviour Potential
zones designated high or extreme, decks porches
and balconies shall be constructed of fire resistant
materials.

WILDFIRE BEHAVIOUR POTENTIAL ZONES MAP
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Refer to the “Wildfire
Behaviour Potential
Zones” map (attached)
to determine if this
applies to your project.
If so, consult the
Wildland Urban
Interface (WUI) Products
listing online for fire
resistant deck material

HELPFUL IMAGES AND DIAGRAMS
If your deck is higher than 0.6m refer to this diagram when preparing the plans for your Building Permit
application.
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RELEVANT DEFINITIONS
Development Permit is a permit issued by a Development Authority pursuant to the Land Use Bylaw,
which authorizes a development and includes the plans and conditions of approval.
Site means an area of land on which a development exists or for which an application for a development
permit is made containing not less than one lot.
Yard means an open space on site, unoccupied and unobstructed.
Yard, front means the yard which extends in width between the side boundaries of a site and in depth
from the front property line of the site to the front of the principle building. In the case of a corner site
the narrower of the two boundary lines abutting the street may be considered the front yard. In
circumstances where the front yard is not clearly defined, the Development Authority may determine
what constitutes the front yard of a site.
Yard, rear means the yard which extends between the rear property line of a site and the rear yard
setback as prescribed in the land use district. In circumstances where the rear yard is not clearly defined,
the Development Authority may determine what constitutes the rear yard(s) of a site.
Yard, side means the yard which extends between the side property line of a site and the sideyard
setback as prescribed in a land use district. In circumstances where the sideyard is not clearly defined,
the Development Authority may determine what constitutes the sideyard(s) of a site.
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