TOWN OF CANMORE
RECORD OF WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS
Regular Council Meeting
Held electronically via Zoom and You Tube
Tuesday, December 1, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.
This document contains the written submissions received in response to the notice of public hearing for the
following bylaw:
Clean Energy Improvement Tax Bylaw 2020-26
Submissions are sorted in alphabetical order. If you are viewing the electronic version, please use the
bookmarks feature to scroll through the document.

This record of written submissions was compiled by Cheryl Hyde, Municipal Clerk, on November 27, 2020.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Susan Barry
Friday, November 27, 2020
Municipal Clerk
Bylaw 2020-26

Importance:

High

I wish to place on the public record that I have no objection to this bylaw, provided only that the taxpayers at large will
not be burdened with any of the costs of projects specific to other residents.
Also, I realize there will be an agreement in place but I don’t remember if there is caveat or other notice placed on the
title of the affected property. I’m thinking about a
Situation where a property that is the beneficiary of such an agreement is sold before the loan is fully repaid.
Regret that I missed the 9 am deadline, therefore I’m copying Council with this.
Susan Barry
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Shannon Ripley
Council
Judy Archer; Al black; Joey O"Brien; Diana MacGibbon; Priscilla Janes; Jodi Conuel; Alissa Sallans
support for Clean Energy Improvement Program & environmental reserve funded by a Fortis and Atco franchise
fee increase
Monday, November 2, 2020 10:45:37 PM

Dear Mayor Borrowman and Canmore Council:
This message on behalf of Bow Valley Climate Action is to express our strong support for two
items on the November 3rd Council agenda:
Starting the process to establish a Clean Energy Improvement Program - through 1st
reading of the Clean Energy Improvement Tax Bylaw and scheduling a public hearing
for December 1, 2020
Increasing Fortis and Atco gas franchise fees as proposed in agenda item H-3, and
directing administration to provide Council with recommendations for a framework for
franchise fee allocation during the upcoming budget process, including
recommendations to support climate action initiatives.
Clean Energy Improvement Programs (outside Alberta usually termed Property Assessed
Clean Energy programs), have been demonstrated to be highly successful financial tools to
support homeowners to install renewable energy and retrofit homes to improve energy
efficiency -- and through these actions to often reduce the household's cost-of-living. Such a
program would make a clear and significant contribution to addressing the challenge of high
up-front capital costs that often prevent home- and business-owners from taking such steps to
reduce their GHG emissions. Bow Valley Climate Action would be pleased to support the
Town of Canmore by sharing information with citizens about how a CEIP program could
work for homeowners, and encouraging homeowners to consider participating. We have a
few members of our own group who are very eager to take advantage of such a program once
it's established!
Making a slight increase to Fortis and ATCO Gas franchise fees, with the goal of establishing
an environmental reserve that could be used to fund climate action initiatives is an extremely
valuable step towards implementing the Town of Canmore's Climate Action Plan. The Town
of Banff established such a fund using the same method a number of years ago, and has used
the fund to support its own environmental rebate programs, and as a source of matching
funding for grant applications that have allowed the Town to leverage provincial and federal
funding for numerous renewable energy and energy efficiency projects. Bow Valley Climate
Action is extremely supportive of this approach, and will communicate this through our
community networks.
We are pleased to see these two clear steps to advancing the Town of Canmore's Climate
Action Plan, and we look forward to supporting these initiatives.
Kind regards,
Bow Valley Climate Action,
including those listed below, who wish to specifically add their names to this letter:
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Shannon Ripley
Judy Archer
Al Black
Jodi Conuel
Priscilla Janes
Bob Janes
Diana MacGibbon
Joey O'Brien
Alissa Sallans
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jodi Conuel
Thursday, November 26, 2020 10:20 AM
Municipal Clerk
Council
CEIP bylaw Dec 1st review

Clean Energy Improvement Market Study and Tax Bylaw 2020‐26
Good morning
I am writing today to show my support of the Clean Energy Improvement Market Study and Tax Bylaw 2020‐26
on the Dec 1st council agenda.
In 2019 the Biosphere Institute undertook a study to determine what people already know about energy
efficiency, what things they want to learn and what barriers have so far prevented them from taking action.
Unsurprisingly, the biggest barrier the participants noted was the cost of these upgrades. Clean Energy
Improvement Programs (outside Alberta usually termed PACE) have been demonstrated to be effective tools
for removing this upfront cost barrier. Also, homeowners who install renewable energy and retrofit their
homes to improve energy efficiency often reduce the household's cost‐of‐living.
Such a program would also make a clear and significant contribution to help residents and businesses to
reduce their GHG emissions and help Canmore takes steps towards meeting its Climate Action Plan goals of a
30% reduction from 2015 levels in community emissions by 2030.
I would also like to take this opportunity to note that there is usually a percentage property ownership
requirement associated with qualification for a CEIP/PACE program of 10‐15%. Given that the Town of
Canmore has higher than average property prices I would like to suggest that the percentage ownership
requirement be secured on the lower end of the scale, e.g. 10%, not 15%, as this could be the difference, for
many new homeowners, between purchasing their upgrade next year when the program hopefully launches
or four years from now.
Thank you for taking the time to consider my comments, and I look forward to participating in the CEIP
program when/if it is established.
Kind regards
Jodi Conuel
Canmore resident and homeowner
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Date:

27 November 2020

To:

Mayor Borrowman and Councilors Vi Sandford, Joanna McCallum, Karen Marra, Rob
Seeley, and Jeff Hilstad

CC:

Ms. Cheryl Hyde, Municipal Clerk
Lori Rissling Wynn, EARC liaison
EARC Committee Members (Ralph Walicki, Karena Thieme, Sari Ohsada, Rick Daniels,
Glynis Carling, Ken Hodges)

Subject:

Letter of support for Bylaw 2020-26 Clean Energy Improvement Tax Bylaw

Dear Mayor Borrowman and Members of Council,
Canmorites are eager to find new ways to make our homes energy efficient and to generate more
renewable energy. Innovative financing models such as Canmore’s proposed Clean Energy
Improvement Program (CEIP) will enable this transition.
Two thirds of Canmore’s greenhouse gas emissions come from our existing building stock –
improving the efficiency of these buildings will help curb these emissions and move the community
toward achieving our ambitious emission reduction targets.
The Environmental Advisory and Review Committee would like to voice its support for the Clean
Energy Improvement Bylaw. This program will unlock innovative financing for many Canmore
residents and businesses. It will create triple bottom line benefits by:
 reducing emissions and creating energy cost savings;
 improving housing affordability and stimulating the local economy; and,
 increase the comfort, health and quality of life for residents.
On behalf of the committee members, please register our support for Bylaw 2020-26, the Clean
Energy Improvement Tax Bylaw.

Sincerely,

Mr. Bob Raina
Chair, Environmental Advisory and Review Committee
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brian Kinzie
Thursday, November 26, 2020 10:42 PM
Municipal Clerk
Dec 1 Public Hearing - Clean Energy Improvement Tax Bylaw

Good evening,
I am writing to voice my support for the proposed Clean Energy Improvement Tax Bylaw 2020-26.
The CEIP program is an effective means for the municipality to incentivize residents to make energy efficiency
improvements to their homes, which is an important step in reducing our community's contribution to climate
change. While the program's goal is related to climate change mitigation I would like to suggest that it also
brings a much needed element of affordability to residents of our community. By making it easier for residents
to invest in energy saving devices and retrofits, they will enjoy the long term benefit of reduced utility costs.
As with any incentive program, a robust public education campaign will be necessary to ensure that the public
are aware of and understand the program. I am confident that once this education is rolled out that there will be
significant interest from the community. Furthermore, the program should be monitored and adjusted as
required to maximize participation.
Best regards,
Brian Kinzie
36 Ridge Road
Canmore, AB
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To: Municipal Clerk
Town of Canmore

November 26, 2020

Re: Proposed By-Law 2020-26
I oppose the passing and implementation of such a by-law. Residents already pay very
high tax rates in Canmore. Mine are already over $7000 per annum whereas when living in the
MD of Bighorn just last year, our taxes were $3800. I believe fiscal responsibility should be a
guiding principle and want to see our taxes minimized, not added on at a very difficult Covid
time when our earnings are at risk. The residents simply cannot keep adding services that will
increase our taxes and will be difficult to reverse.
If those people who wish to upgrade their homes want to do so, then those improvements
should be paid for by themselves, not by burdening the rest of the tax base. If they can afford
to live in Canmore, they can afford to finance their own upgrades and desires.
I urge the decision makers to reject this by-law.

R. Graham Lock
51 Creekside Mews
Canmore, AB T1W 0J4
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Ron Remple
Thursday, November 26, 2020 5:03 PM
Municipal Clerk
Cheryl Hyde
Bylaw 2020-26 Clean Energy Improvement Tax Bylaw. In support

I am in favour of the proposed bylaw which I think is an excellent tool to provide financing for property owners to enable
energy efficiency upgrades. I look forward to using this financing tool to upgrade our home if the bylaw is approved.
Thank you,
Ron Remple
C. 403.679.9501
RonRemple@gmail.com
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Statement on the Clean Energy Improvement Market Study and Tax Bylaw 2020-26
I am for the policy
November 26, 2020

1. We believe the town of Canmore can utilize this proposed policy to lead Alberta in
sustainable building design and efficiencies.
2. We encourage the town to direct administration to align the Land Use Bylaw and Climate
Action Plan.
3. We request council consider directing administration to create a framework where the
Clean Energy Plan actions be measured against the towns Climate Action Plan.
We believe smart enterprizes measure what they care about and use this data to inform decisions
and policy.
Climate change has emerged as one of the most important areas of environmental concern for
Canmore residents including the Council and administration of the Town of Canmore. However,
that concern is not yet adequately reflected in our actions. In particular, it is not reflected in how
we deal with important development decisions.
By unanimous vote on December 2, 2018, Town Council adopted the Climate Action Plan (CAP) for
planning purposes. It’s commitment to that plan was given further emphasis by the unanimous
decision, on October 1, 2019, to declare a climate emergency. The CAP set targets that included a
30% reduction in community greenhouse gas emissions (GHG’s) by 2030 (relative to 2015 levels) and
an 80% reduction by 2050. It is important to recognize that these are absolute targets, not per
capita targets and that Canmore’s population might double over that period.
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Some of the targeted reductions must be met by energy efficiency retrofits of existing buildings
and more efficient transportation in existing neighbourhoods. However, it is widely recognized that
it is more difficult and less economic to achieve energy efficiency in existing neighbourhoods than
to build it into plans for new neighbourhoods. This means that Canmore must achieve a very high
level of energy efficiency in the very significant amount of new development that is expected over
the next three decades.
We recognize that in Canmore, as elsewhere in the world, public concern about climate change has
accelerated rapidly in recent years and it is challenging for developers and planning agencies to
adapt quickly. However, it is not too late to bring current development plans into line with our
climate change goals.
In summary with the volume of new structures planned within the ASP we are confident that the
capital price premium that is currently anticipated for these standards will decrease to a value
consistent with other jurisdictions where they are advanced compared our building codes.
Vancouver is a good example where the premium is less than 4%.
We challenge the town to meet the our climate change goals and provide this necessary leadership.
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